J ‘ityf’S'f 0 fi yf v~Fff ,{JSAW/ 'N>ff?W /^c^lB-TL 

"i mkrt ijMji zfflEe&itniP Mb ! " 

These were my orders from the excited student on the phono the early summer of 
1966. He had just read m^ first took on the JFK assassination, AlMtewash:Tlie Report on 
t he : ..‘arren ^-eport ,** an entirely factual book based only on the barren Commission Report 
and its 26"volume appendix. 

v 



Hhat was this demanding student directing me not to gforget? That the assassins 



fiEGsLfrom a papier mache tree in Healey Plaza and escaped through tunnels dug in- 



secret yet by Brown & Root, the construction company that had supported President Lyndon 

B. Johnson with so much money and influence and hed profited so much from the Viet Ram war. 

IPhvU 

This was my introduction to rthe father of the craziest, most completely impossible of 
all the many theories of the assassination substituted for fact and mostly thoroughly 
disproven by the available fact. . 



1 remember asking Bawid Lifton how the papier mache tree appeared and disappear 4i- 

\^/ CUuf J- Qf- 

seen and^lnrcported and Ms answer/ that i t was don e in the dark of night. Ditto for those 



non- 



k . X ^ J / r~\- 

.-existing tunnels of Ms still-alive Jean Valjean theory Jp* ^ „ ' ! J. , 

‘ im an-&L 

Dealey Plaza was never dark. There was always heavy auto and truck~ traffii 
tne least. It is in downtown Dallas, a major city, An d with the assassination^ suffering 
people were there throughout the nights. 

If Lifton had any real explanation of how those tunnels, dug in such secrecy, could 
, . lAh l^’VULC ^ OM(( ) ) 

/ have been filled in I was too stunned to remember it. 

''V r \hAY*y 

-^Ky last conversation of n,kj length with Listen was just before the election of 1968. I 

was in Los Angeles and as always shjrmed him because that first experience was t^l-'mueh. 

But ne phoned me. Knowing that he taped all Ms conversatioxi^^as/'andTliot above misusing 

them I got my tape recorder and taped what we said. V P kr-&* -</ i ^ 

xt-wab that for the week before the assassination Johnson and former CIA. Director Alles 



Dulles had p met&n secrecy throughout Texas^ putting the finishing touches on their plot to 
kill JFK. 

"I thought you were saying that it was J ohnson and Dean Rusk," secretary of State, I 



asked Me, 




2 



LH'br^' ^ 

“Yeah, " he admitted, hut it wasn’t Husk, it was Dulles. Se'liad changed Ms mi nq 
/ 

Ridicule^and being asked to faci£ reality did not diminish Lif ton's faith in this 




was working on a book the details of which he was reluctant to discuss "but he intimated* 

he would have proof of the involvement of people 'very high up' in the federal Government." 

To describe what Lifton evolved as merely "intimating" that he "would have the proof" 

was to cover Lifton' s bare ass. Lifton claimed to have it, never retreated 02 . 

' \ fj< u-^U! H 

apologised for it and, typically, -arc never produced it. ^ 



Lifton, Richter continued, "suggests that cami^lage may have been used t in Dealey 
Plazsj/and left there, at least for a few days. Ed suggests that this may have been 
arranged with iis~cooperation from the Dallas Mayor, Earle Cabell, because his brother 
Richard Qfcbell was one of the leaders in the CIA May of Pigs operation." 

General Cabell was then the ^ umber. 2 man in the. CIA, its assistant director. / 

P?urv( ? /f tl-CW*' /y Iu4q /Ust M \d J r UU^i t/ v ^' ryu * JU ' tfr I* ■ 

"This camc^Tlage may -be," Richter continued, "according to Lifton in the form of 
additions to trees on the knoll." 

¥hat was Lifton' s proof? That CHI's heqd is seen to snap backward in the ganrnssr 
amateur film of the assassination taken by Abraham Zapruder, an important item of the 
barren Commission's evidence. 

Because this film shows the backward head snap, "strongly suggesting a shot came from 



the knoll area," Lifton just decided that there were, in Riciipr's account of what he said, 

^additions to the- trees" that Lofton, had told me ,$ere papier mache trees j ^ ■t/j'jjA'i'ti 

fftW i'vv “ /C-Miio' 1 J-ff A ML& '[/) lift 14* (<~i yf f /V]UfU* , ft HfoQ [yu. "'iMt ' tU&A- ^ 

modification to mere additions to the trees may have been inspired by my 
^iughing at his utterly insane notion that papier mache would support and would bo dense 

iA/’ M 

enough to hide assassins^ wilea-the^ had to demount them unseeil o5" stay there hours if not 
da# to get away unseen ^with their unseen rifles. 



Lifton also told Richter that " a phony Secret Service agent" was ^ in i^he area "a^d may 
of the riflemen##^^/^^^^ 4 { ( y ^ ? - 



have been one oi 




Lifton found reason to credit his personal concoction of "camoglage" in what fox 



■nei 



| Comrnission counsel Wesley Lieboler had told him, that the FBI told Liebeler iiryfc "of a 
'big crane being moved through ^ealey Plase | ate in the evening of Hov.22,""-tfist day of the 
1963 assassination. 

"It turned out to have been a stolen crane," Richter wrote, and that Lifton 
"speculates that the crane may also have been designed for use to remove the camj&flage 



No doubt with secret compartments for the unseen riflemen to remain unseel^ l 

That hichter described Lifton' s "speculation" about that crone j- ^thdrrh- h»ti-beeri-s ±aiBn , 



as "wild,^ -feat did not discourage his use of Lifton and Lifton' s wildest of his zany 

r 



theories on the 19 if special lie produced for public television. 




! Y£^w-p» r,r^jrrv^l^n t Trx: P: ip "wa ^ gallsS-; 

%J MA^f LsjMrlL 

omehow, for all his work, Lift on ^jct-d^Dook published f,or more than too decades. 

j^XJVyv bM^fvi^L pWlMuvvU) 

Then he had an agent, Peter Shepherd, who I'd earlier learned was entirely indifferent 

A 

to fact. In Lifton* s pwn version Shepherd had him entirely rewrite the book he had written. 

IhW - ,■ 

What emerged^-witif the ghastly inapproriate title of "Best Evidence," wi^p/just about all 

that can be considered evidence was second hand to Liftoh, having been published decades jt 
SW - w- Oc AA l ' f frn 4U -t til- {-[t w As /VY^M^ i uA'^ r ~' 
earlier, mostly by me^ is-Id^toai-s-aGea n L of Saving, invented the wheel and figicovercd sex. 

All that was known about the JFK assassination, accordingjlto the Shepherd^ conceived 

/luA'f4* 

revision of history and debasing of truth end fact, Iifton^Dick Baring that he also is, 
~£gZL brought to light. 

U i fu 



There is bjjLt one tiring uniqui^pther than his claiming to have brought to* light tfehai 
v j i ’’ y sh'H - aJA^udr^ / -■ . . // 

he read in other hook^is his body-snatching ahdra l t i ding theor^^CW^>» - 

/ d^CirVT^i 

What is not unique with Lifton is his knowledge thnE^irtTsas phony - impossible- in 

~ aA _ 

each and every detail sK each and every step of ±s±s his enormously successful commericali- 



y±i oi that, assassination*^, 
0 %'d ‘hduy'AtA-' 



J\* VC CUsdJ d 



zatxon ana exploitation 

Cfhc^Al. nT , 

HeferringTo^irif^^eitlSr^best" xib "evidence" is like describing masturbation as sex 



love. 

In fact, he lias to wave known that lie great and all-solving theory was impossible. 

When the book appeared and because of the attention it got, which magnified its mis- 

jbiU-f ^hC 

lea rnng prd riec.-iiT t-i to effect, I decided to analyze it and leave a record oi (mshonesty for 

( ft' Aa 

our liistorfr^To^perfect this record] I made a Freedom of Information Act request# of the 

A £),{. L'&hyC 

Military District of ISashington for, and limited to, the records it had dS«ciCsecb to him. 



jii 






With the rest &£ the text LiftaaS? claim/to fcavSaag brought to light what had been 

J 'iL vb c-Ud 1 tA n- iV> , 

published decades earlier, as I noted in the analysisT^onTliIs body-snatching and -alter- 
ation "solution."/ Y B 
. ^ ' U) 

\ At each and every point it-sas proven to be false and impossible by the avail able 

\ ] ' ‘ " ” 
fact. 



it was not possible to kidnap the corpse at the te 



•Parkland Memorial Hospital 



norn 

-t, he JJjti/y) f-» Lt / m'h co^ 

in Dallas, where it was never alone and unguarded, or en route to "ove FielF~ > * cri: ’-’‘ - 




4A 






To the few who really knew • 
hut it is 

witches* brew is flagrant, /not th 



the subject, the fact that is available, 
the uninformed reader seeking knowledge 



Lif ton’s 
of the fact of 



-he "crime of the century." That a major publisher did publish, advertise and promote 

•tS 

accredited it to almost all readers and ^fchose who provided the radio, TV and review 



promotions for it 




4-ts 



) Responsible publishers, those nit whose standards are not overwhelmed by the 
glitter of all the gold to be raked in by conspiracy allegations, which always sell. 



have authentic experts read and offer professional opinions an controversial books aai 

/ - 4 — -/7 / 1 



be of non-fiction. 



/VkA 1 



u- 






CU7 



Macmillan could not have done that (and ? sjtili published 'Lofton,. 




.d to 




Force 1, the Presidential plane. So, lifton decided, needing no fact and ignoring the 



existing fact, that the snatch me on that plane. 

/i- 

The l^nap g o ^Tcorpse' whsae idLdnag.dngH^s undeleted during the several hours of the 
flight to Wasljington,* -he-- doennot-feay where it was hidden, fortunately for him, because 

u 6 

thatwas an additional impossibility'. 

plastic^ 

He had it wrapped in a7*Sody bag seen so often in film.} from. Viet Ham to account for 
of blood and other body fluid anywhere on that plane. 

■ews Air Base in suburban Washington he says it was spirited off the plane 
irYthe side away from the TV camera lights^rfd entirely unseen. 






via t he . read — oaggp clooi 

Then, still entirely unseem, is' was snuck into a "second" helicopter. 

vfiiich flew it to Walter Seed array Hospital in upper m/othwest Washington. 

Where, without any known witness the body was toyed with t© alter the evidence that 
could be perceived at the auiTopsy. 

- 0 ^ ..nicn it was spirited out 01 halter Heed and to and into the Wavy hospital, at 



ethesaa, anohter Maryland suburb on Washington’s border, with no known witnessypr 
InuLa-all e_leiiCed or olamiiip-- j fcfeeia?-aminninM^^ . 

it entered the Bethesda hospital grounds through a rear gate rather than the ma-in 
entrance or Wisconsin avenue. 

i<nen it was in that body bag inside a military shipping casket that was in a 

second ambulance. 

U/jHi, iw„ irf. 

<jay-parii-OimSigvabove stretching /realm ty , possibility and credulity past reason, thers 



“s v> t .7 



is no need to address any other part of Lifton* s "solution." 

Without any single part of this fantasy being tainted with fact, and with each and every 




j-neresfter it was republished 4-aee, saee^as a paperback and then as a quality paperback. 




o 



For years those researching the JFK assassination who were friendly with Lifton, as I 

was not, were ecstatic about his great discovery, the greatest of all assassination- 

evidence discoveries. He had sworn them, to secfecy and they respected their oaths, 
personal c ij 



Lifton 1 s great '"discovery was the beginning pint of his "solution" the crime. 

, P . .. 4 its 

It was ats^-pagc report by Baltimore office FBI agents assigned from the S2x±s 

Hyattsville, Maryland residency to meet the plans when it landed at Andrews field and 

to remain with it end through the autopsy on which they were to report. Hyattsville, also 

in suburban Maryland just across the District line, was the closest FBI office within 

the jurisdiction of its Baltimore field office. w 

NiLrected / J 

Francis X. O’Neill and James ¥. Sibert were afcsqaatEhBdxto meet Air Force— one at about 
3 o'clock and to remain with the bod;/ through the autopsy. They did. THe^cLid not dictate ;; 

o ' -e x • f . i . f sJOL. w/pw/d' H~i 



SIX th . / P'i 

their report .until November 26. The FBI provided i)t to the Karren Commission. ¥itn those 

n 

26 large [volumes of appended information, the Commission, really' meaning its employees, 

most of all its general counsel, the former solicitor general of the United. States, J. Lee 

official 

Rankin, decided not to publish this Sibert-O* Neill report on the autopsy. Kith no/explanation 
for an;/ of the Commission's oversights, if that is what its failure to disclose information 
was, the most probable reason is that what that report s ,ys contradicts what the Commission 
concluded in a way that raises questions about the autopsy and the competence of the patho- 
log ists who performed it. 

Lifton' s is a large book, of almost 750 pages. It makes a very big thing of this 

l ih- 

Sibert-O'ITeill report. If measured by the length of i p.ex devoted to it, it is the subject 



/that is fourth in the attention devoted to it. More than twice as mueh>s either the FBI or 
the Secret Service, which is in charge of f presidential protection. 

It is a measure of Lifton' s innate modesty and. humility that he devotes only about a 
quarter of his general index to himself. The "David S. Lifton" listing takes up cpnly about 
16 and. a half injiches of tlr. 70 inches of teat index. yThis is not quite twice as much as 
is devoted to "wounds" and is more than twice as much as is devoted to "autopsy" in a book 
ostensibly oil the assassination of the President. 




7 



(y I say "ostensibly" becag.se the book is actually on Lifton and by Lifton. x t is his 

claim to being the outstanding authority, if not the only real authority, on the subject 

k . 

he arts {and. speaks /.as though he cnm/L i 
] 

Hit 'h tliis Sibert-O'lTeill report so important in his book that /not Jcoimtlrig--a:ts 
, N 

dggoiarea- ja~ t' o hlftot^ it takes up the third^SEiount of space in the index, it is that 

' " r / V - 

V- ^ 

.-^7- ^essential to his book,„and^-wi-thr almost 750 pages to-the-tjock', Lifton does not rps©s 
reproduce that report at all. 



Of its five si 



y 

ingle-space bped 



pages what is important to Lifton is but five 



jjords on its third page. The book is built on them because f.ll that the book holds that 
is new, contrary to Lifton 1 s claims, is his theory yLnd those five words are the basis 
of his theory. ,Q/y U^tC) 

vy 17 

d "hif ton’ s discovery? Hardly. 

He got his copy of this report not from his own research. x t earaC from the Commission’ s 
unpublished files in the national Archives. JfC /fo/ft ^ ^ 

Authentic scholarship is not marked by such claims to "discovery." 



/um] 

Cn a diiitlim , Lifton made no "di 



In a daitiim , Lifton made no "discovery" of tills report, i found it in examining the 
Commission s seventh numbered file, ft identified its files as CDs, for Commission documents, 

r *> 

afiPer earlier referring to them as CRs, for Commission’s /Records. I showed it to Paul 
SassSp Hocij,, then, like Lifton, a California graduate student. H 8 gave his Sir friend Lifton 



a copy. 



Hot believing that claims to exclusive and personal "discovery" is scholarship and not 
believing that authentic scholarship or unselfish work in a field means keeping information 

p 

of avlue secret, when Urn Gervasi, then handling public relations for Viking press, asked 
me to help Ilia publicise Edward Lay Epstein’s Inquest , the first book to follow mine and, 
.naturally, competing for the market with mine, this Sibert-O’lTeill report is one of a number 
pf Commission documents I suggested that Gervasi use in promoting Bnauest . 

Lay -i- be forgiven for helping that disiruorniatioiT^from^Epsteinis right-wing political 



artacK on th 



le liberal Chief Justice ^arl barren, Commission chairman, and Epstein&s 



praise of the FBI for its perform. .nee in the investigation! 
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/* 



Ignorant of fact as most of those espousing theories in various ways inevitably 



are, what the supposed scholar ('ffid not know is that the FBI n:ver investigated the crime 



/I I 



fcfralo itself and never intended to. Instead jitfby the crude use of power aha threats )saw . ' 

to it that the Commission would conclude as the FBI wanted it to conclude. 

, n 

msur the axmimssion did. 

Gervasi and Viking distributed so many press copies of this Sibert-O’fteffill report 
that J- urged gnBvasi to distrubute they had to use too different xerox machines. One 



reduced the text dimensions on a page slightly. 

* ■' 

Ljflton* s great discovery —■^se.-axhansti^ely distributed/IjFT ilcing a decade and a half 






before Lif ton's publication! 

I did not use that report until 1 published Post Mo rtem , in 1969 and 1971 in limited 
edition: and for general distribution in 1975. lif ton* s book was published in 1980. I pub- 
lished that report in facsimile in Post Mortem (pages 532-6) 

As will be seen, soul of personal and professional integrity that he is, Lif ton did 
not dare give his readers or reviewers or reporters the complete text of the ^ibert-0' Belli 
report. That is the only reason he found no space for it when he had so many pa.ges in his 
book. He used, which is to soy misused, five words of a single paragrpah. Those words in- 
correctly state that in the Dallas emergency room there was "surgery of the head area" on 
President iv ennedy. 



\ \ f? 

1 



Without his -knowing misuse of these five words and without bis gross and deliberate 
suppression of what else is said in that single paragraph* Lofton would have had no impos- 
sible theory, without which he had nothing new in his book other than his claim to the pubg 
lished work that preceddd his. 

S&a&le do not know what accounts for this FBI Mistake, ih - most probable explanation 

is that th et agents heard the pathologists direct a question to those in the autopsy room 
Jo j 

and these in the ampjjpheater who had been in Dallas; if there had been "surgery of the head 
area" when they saw the massive defect where the head had been exploded out and that in 
fpictating from their notes four days Inter the agents recorded this as a statement rather 
than as a question. 




A 
/ ^ 



The gro t amount of skull and brain matter missing was more than enough to prompt 
such a question. 

f> J 

After 1 wrote this Lift on under; jocred his abhorence of truth and his method of 
m a k i n g virulent personal, attacks on those who criticise him and his best-selling rork^of 
assassination f i c ti oq rather tlian responding to fact. he cannot refute. 




/ 











AtJ 

In a ^4- page diatribe against -oger Feinman r5%hea*-4ha a. i n - response 
criticisms of Lest evidence ^jtliat Lofton distributed through the CompuServe library^ on 
Kay 5, 1993 loft on said, "I made the discovery that the FBI reported surgery j^ln the 
Sibert-0' Neill report, a document discovered by raul Hoclj and then published in several booled) 
••••" I received a copy of Lif ton's slanders in substitution for response after I had 
written about Lif ton's claimed "discovery,," 

this is no less ridiculous a phony claim than the others Lifton makes for himself. 

m 

it xs gbvious that everyone reading that report sees and understands its plain language. 

A 

Bncfarsf the -B aas ceJs lie^v r n iidHr s^a:ad ^b.1 -those reading the orior publication aof that 



\bhl> A\ 

report understood what the FBI agents stated. There countless Christhper Columbuses be- 

^ A 

for-c Lifton. Lifton did not "discover" what they said, which is his claim so phrased to 

, , , La uV 

mane xz appear to oe accurate when it was not. vhat Lifton did was to get on Cloud 9 with 



bis misrepresentation of its s eening-and -it s evidentiary value. He made up that alleged 

tdcA'^ hY j Ar kttY 

meaning and that invention is the basis for what is new In his hook, .his Vthejfoiy that he 

,/ apmmH 4 

knew was Impossible whan Me Ignored all the evidentiary disproofs of his nuttiness that 

£ 4 

is his sole claim to fame. 






And made him temporarily rich. 1 „ \jm\ 

To really begin gs± to understand Lifton and his book his own representation of him— 
sell , as^tne only one of all those interested in the JFK assassination and its investi- 



gation and a 



j/io* 

li those many reporters# reviews' and others to whom v ikLng|4 distributed so 



many copies of that Sibert— O’Neill report, in all likelihood before Hoch returned to 

/ 



opy, 



^alifornai and could have given lift on a co| 

So also is it important to understand that with the totality of any real snag - 
accomplishment he can claim for all the many yeqrs he has workedin the field being his 
theory he presents as the reality is— iaar i ~fr~b ;f ' any - ^ans ^~~he suppressed from his renders 



eV^w-^uoted pagss words. $ Wlttjj- \IaX( 



all of fiat report except theseVtew^quotsd’ 

The last page in his hardback is numbered 747. Nith all that space, all those pages, 

'X L/fJtfb 

all ®fe% vital significance Ou. L» j-lcl t report in his work, hen dt only does not reproduce it - 




x-ij , i c. j_ii xjj. 0. ouii t2fc>yci.y 






A 



There is no rational basis for Lif ton's imagining there had been surgery of the head. 

„ kn4 J)u U~ - 

The ages of that massive blowout alone-mafce if obvnous not one of the edges is surgical. But 
all ,) "< 

that is not by an meany)Afchat Lifton knew— or should have known. Certainly would have if he 
were a tenth the demon investigator he represents himself as being. 

Unable to refute factual criticisms of his work at a midwest conference in late 1992 

A . / y ' c 

Lif ton Resorted to his way of life for pretended response, tfe launched a vieious, baseless 

false and disgusting attack on Roger Feinman^ whose factual criticisiitfcould not. be rebutted. 

/It /X^b- 

Lifton dovoted more than JO single-spaced pages to Jhi^and' distributed them via the 
CompuServe Library computer network. 

Paul O'Connor was a youthful noncommissioned Navy officer on duty at the bethesda 
Navy Hospital when JFK's body was taken there. Lif on U3ed him extensively as a source. 

ieinman also interviewed O'Connor. In the course of this interview LFeinman asked him 



,_4u 

c* i i r V -» r* 






about Lif ton's use of thoseTwords from the Sibert-0' Neill report. Speaking of thaifveport 



1. 



U 



O'Connor told Feinman," ...Now what they meant by that I don t know, hut it\ eems like it's 
overriden eveything else, and it gets involved -there was no surgery of i£ay kind. And I know 
what surgery looks like." 

■Weinman asked him, "Did you hear anyone ask a question, like, ^'Did anyone do /surgery 

JuAi 

to this her? 1 or was it a definite statement -" 

Here O'Connor interrupted to say, "There was a question asked by someone to that effect, 
but I don^t know wjjo asked it, unless it was Humes. I don^tjicnow what he was referring to, 
though. " 

O'Connor merely confirmed what all the many who read that SibertpO* Neill report- save 
the self -conceived genius Lifton - knew had to be the fact. There was no surgery of the head 
but apparently because of the size of that defect one of thepprosectors asked of those who 
could hear him and had been in Dallas and in that emergency room, if there had beenkto exp 
plain the large size of the skull and right-hemisphere of the brain that was missing as he 
sought explanations/ for it. 

u T~ 

If lifton learned this from O'Connor his ghastly commercialization and exploiation of 

it is a monstrous scandal. And with O'Connor so willing to be helpful, if Lifton did not 

ask him his behavior is no less unprecedentedly reprehensible. 




BETWEEN THE SIGNAL AND THE NOISE ROGER BRUCE FEINMAN 



neurosurgeon, "Dr. Morris Abrams". In assisting the doctor's understanding of the brain 
lacerations, Mr. Lifton supplied him with the knowledge that two metal fragments were 
recovered from the forward right side of the head. But he either omitted to tell "Abrams” or 
omits to tell us about the passage in Sibert and O'Neill's report pertaining to the extensive 
metallic fragmentation (estimated at 40 particles) dispersed throughout the brain. 
Furthermore, while he presents the neurosurgeons comments as probative of surgery, 
Lifton was not dealing with a forensic specialist. 

Lifton attempts to bolster his "surgery" thesis by arguing that Humes (to whom he 
attributes the surgery remark based on the hearsay public pronouncement of J. Edgar 
Hoover, see New York Times, November 26, 1966) was told a fragment of skull that had 
been brought into the autopsy room was "removed", another factoid gleaned from the 
Sibert and O’Neill report. Of course, the word "removed" might easily have been a 
euphemism connoting "blasted out during the shooting." Beyond Lifton s semantic 
foolery, however, this purported analysis was devious because Sibert and O'Neill reported 
that the skull fragment was delivered "during the latter stages of the autopsy , whereas 
someone reportedly made the surgery remark at the very beginning. Why wasn't there 
enough room in a 747-page hard cover book, or any of tire subsequent paperback editions, 
to include the full five-page Sibert and O'Neill report upon which Lifton builds his empire? 
The only reasonable answer is that readers would then be able to see what deceptive use 
David Lifton makes of it 

Unquestionably, Lifton's chief witness in support of his "head surgery theory is 
Paul K. O'Connor. 

On the weekend of the assassination, O'Connor was a Navy 3rd Class Petty Officer 
attached to the National Naval Medical Center as a student medical technician. Before 
November 22, he had been working in the Bethesda morgue for six months on 24-hour 
duty. This meant that he was subject to call at any time. 

O'Connor told me last year that, at approximately 2 p.m ; on the afternoon of the 
assassination, he and his partner, James Curtis Jenkins, were in the morgue when the 
Commanding Officer of the National Naval Medical Center, Admiral Calvin Galloway, 
came in and told them that they would be getting "a very important visitor." They 
immediately understood this to mean that President Kennedy’s remains were being brought 
to Bethesda for autopsy. Galloway also told them that they were confined to the morgue 
for the duration. This was O'Connor's first experience in working with a gunshot victim 
as a "Med Tech" student at Bethesda. (Author's Interview with Paul O'Connor, October 
25, 1992) 

Mr. Lifton's account of the same introduction to O'Connor's story omits his 
witness's mention of "2 p.m.". Therein lies a problem, since Bethesda, Maryland, was 
one hour behind Dallas, Texas. If O'Connor is correct, officials at Bethesda knew that the 
autopsy would be held there at nearly the same moment that Dr. Kemp Clark pronounced 
President Kennedy dead at Parkland Hospital. This is not beyond the realm of possibility, 
but it does contradict the widely held belief among students of the assassination that 
Bethesda was not chosen as the site of the autopsy until Jacqueline Kennedy made the 
selection while en route to Washington aboard Air Force One. 

My overall impression of O'Connor was that he is sincere and truthful to the best of 
his ability; that he remembers vignettes or anecdotes about the autopsy, some of which he 
has obviously discussed with other participants; but that he has great difficulty placing the 
events of that night into temporal or sequential order and context Considering the passage 
of years, this is hardly surprising, neither does it serve to completely discredit his 
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BETWEEN THE SIGNAL AND THE NOISE ROGER BRUCE FEINMAN 



recollections. It does mean, however, that his statements must be evaluated with great care 
and caution. 

I asked him about the "head surgery" clause in the Sibert-O'Neill report that Lifton 
expanded into a book: 

"You know something? That surgery of the head remark I think 
started with Sibert or O’Neill. Now what they meant by that, I don't know, 
but it seems like it's overridden everything else, and it gets involved — there 
was no surgery of any kind. And I know what surgery looks like. 

Q.: Did you hear anyone ask a question like, "Did anyone do 
surgery to this head?" or was it a definite statement - 

A.: There was a question asked somewhat to that effect, but I don't 
know who asked it, unless it was Humes. I don't know what he was 
referring to though." 

O'Connor allegedly told Lifton there was no brain in the President's skull when tire 
body arrived in the morgue; the cranium was empty, (p. 601) What he told me, however, 
was that, "There was no brain, just brain tissue." The difference between no brain, some 
brain, or very little brain shatters Lifton's theory, which holds that the brain was surgically 
removed, then reimplanted, before the body reached the autopsy. 

Mr. O'Connor's partner that day, James Curtis Jenkins, has said that there was a 
brain in the President's cranium when the body arrived. (Livingstone, Harrison. High 
Treason 2. Carroll & Graf, New York: 1991, p. 92 [and see at pp. 131-135 Livingstone's 
detailed discussion of the conflicts he found in the statements of Jenkins and O'Connor 
regarding the handling of the President's body prior to autopsy.]) 

[Note: Researcher and writer Jerry Policoff points out that, if Lifton's reliance on 
O'Connor for the allegation that there was no brain is well placed, then the autopsy doctors 
lied when they purported to conduct a supplemental autopsy on the President's brain two 
weeks after the assassination. Policoff maintains that Lifton cannot have it both ways, 
although that appears to be his frequent preference.] 

The John Ebersole situation is both analogous to the sensation that Lifton makes out 
of O'Connor's recollections, and illustrative of the perils and pitfalls in evaluating the 
accounts of witnesses who have come forward many years after the event Ebersole was 
nominally the radiologist in charge of X-raying the President's body and reading those X- 
rays. He told researcher Art Smith in 1978 that the throat wound was sutured at. the outset 
of tire autopsy. Lifton repeated the suture story as he obtained it from Smith, (pages 541, 
606) Ebersole also recalled that the autopsy began at 10:30 p.m. that night (page 519). 
This allegation of the autopsy's starting time was a clear error lacking any verification or 
corroboration, and it is universally contradicted by other available accounts. Lifton excuses 
Ebersole's mistake, concluding that the throat wound was sutured sometime before what 
Ebersole thought was the start of the autopsy. 

Paul O'Connor, on the other hand, told Lifton that he saw an open, unsutured 
tracheotomy wound, (pp. 601, 604) (O'Connor confirmed to me that he did not remember 
any sutures to the throat wound when the body arrived.) How does Lifton reconcile the 
divergent observations of O'Connor and Ebersole? He never satisfactorily resolves the 
problem in his book. 
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]U\ : lie suppresses even the rest of the paragraph from which he quotes aadr-aferro 










hboss -wore.. 



'yVi> ' 

If he had not been capable of this very greatest of dishonesties he could,, have have 

dared submit the bo to his agent or to his publisher. 

He would have beefy laughed at and his book would have been regarded by them as what 
/ 

it is, a ffau iact^aable fraud, This will become clear as we examine the horror he created 
to deceive and mislead all those who read Ms book or the reviews of it or heard and saw 
him on radio and IV and all those who were told of his fraud by those who believed it. 

His preposterous invention begins with the alleged snatching of JFK's body. 

That was not possible in the Dallas hospital and it aas not possible between there and 
Airforce 1 . 

I 

The Secret Service guarded the body they had been with through the medical efforts in 

fl 

the emergency room and when H±sy we re not with it the nurses, were and they Secret Service 



^ -rf 



bad a Dallas policeman on guard. 

The nurses testified before tli Warren Cnfamlssion. It published- their testimony and 
\ Lifton has their testimony. 



A ) 



J The Commission ignored that^ policeman , as^Idfton also did 
If Lift on had not 1 






v-3 



been interested in promoting himself and Ms impossible theory and 



if he had done any reaseareh at all in the she 



records i obtaiasjain the FOIA lawsuits 
i 



and thus forced from supprstssosuppression and into the FBJt' s public reading roony he would 
|^have known that Douglas Jackson and J.H. Chaney, the two motorcycle escorts on tho-Ecaaia? 
President's right, both made public statements that refute the official accounting of the 



shblmting 



The Commission's counsel more recently praised as honorable men by Lifton had all -the 
leadj/ they needed go interrogate both of these motorcycle policemen. 

Did thofae hEcmasMa men so honorable in Lifton' s expressed belief need know anything 
other# that that they weivYxwo of the four Dallas policemen closest to the President when 
he was assassinated? Another policeman, Marrion Laker, even-fcold that most honorable of 



i 

those honorable men, David Belin (? J3242) that Chaney had learned what was imp 




I 

/ riTr, 






ft 



M 



f These honorable men need' no better reason not to speak to either Chaney or Jackson# 

1 1/VyO^ ^ 

But then the FBI didn t, either, under more than a decade later it was embarrassed 

7 Her/ ^ 

into pretending to interview them. The FBI also did ®ant to know whaiT'fcfeeS^ knew and 

could have testified to. It even refused to accept the contemporaneous lengthy handwritten 

statement Jackson wrote out laboriously the' night of the assassination when he was 

deeply troubled over not being questioned by his own police department Oft the FBI or the 

Secret Service. ; . 

Host of what Chaney mro cai 'saa<C"is apparently lost. He was interviewed by Dallas 

radto station KLIP. The mayTer, C-ordon McLendon, told me the tapes of its assassination 

coverage had disappeared but he had made a phonograph record of excerpts. K brief bit 

— -"Vt c_CU/y\dftY\ c)i ArL AM ,/UW 

of dsskssn Chaney was on n &i ; - -t an i -../ 

Had he7"or Jackson/ S^^oefore the barren Commission it could never have published 
its report with a lone-assassin conclusion because both would have testii iea" t<f what proves 
that was not possible. 

He and Jackson are both dead, I’ve been told. But I have what those so honorable men 



oi iixi ton 



5 uld have had, as coulci Lifton, too, if has interest naci been in the fac^s 



of the crime rather than self -promotion. 

sn 



o nr oud the morning of the assassinatxom For vhe seconu time he was escorting 



his President, the President of the U nited States. (The first time was two years earlier 

7 A I 



long-time 



S& 'iOym 



/hen the/ Speaker of the House oi 



Hepresentatives Jfwas in terminal illness. )Hef erring to 



aer several motorcycle policemen as “J^ckeyS," saskssn four with the. 



himself and the othe 

with 

President and four behind the Secret Service xollow— up car,uaekson described seeing ic;— dS 
Governor John B. Connallv hit by a separate, seconu buliet. (5e then saw the xatal shoo. 
'He appeared to have been hit just above the right ear,' 1 not the onicxal account. 

and Chaney led the motorcade t ■ r arkland Hospital. There he helped get Connally 
out of ft car so they could reach the President. Ho got Kennedy "at his shoulders and 
helped lay him on a stretcher " raid helped roll it into the emergency room. There a 
Secret service avert ’’told mo ro take up a post here and not ro lec anyone ou^ doc uOi s 




Ii>/ 



ac,:osn s is *clio astail-ac. account of an cnocrionce 



d polic 



[4 ti> Jj/y \ftAxJ44 



eaaiv of t ho motorcade and 



h) 

# ( o: 



i' what he saw and participate^ in at the hospital, ^o lei 



o one cost the Secret Service 



asneu him to keep one, only long' enough provide the mayor with 



hy his police roadio, to ask for a Justice 






emergency c omunications 

■y ou ioi- a o ua once of the ,L eace to he rushed to tho hospital. 

As txiey returned zo the emergence-room door a Secret Service agent asked Jgckson to 
-~ n ~ ouo '..'here Air fox ce 1 had keen moved to af^_er it had landed that morning and then 
to arrange for an escort back "co I*ove xield. " He took Officer James Taylor with him and 



they escorted the he rs« 






with 

I 



the body to the plane's door. 



from Jackson's account the only time he w*a- was not posted at that door a S 



oecret 



Service age 



.ce agent was. moreover, Jackson was not t away long, enough for the body to be snatched. 

Hot ,, j_ , _ . , . . 

'dia o others would not have seen it had 2r)been attempted. 

Lift on says the snatch was on Air force 1 * Prom the sources he cites he knew that was 

not possible, he does iTse these sources, but very selectively. He eliminates what is not 

congenial with^ or entirely disproves hid ^ticket to fame and fortune. 



| O'Phy wv? 

driliiam blanch 



ttuwu -iduy uiaproves uxs^tiuiceu to ±ame and lorxun.' 

esuaf Jkvd / f(f 7J f 

eiter^-sBiShofficial death of a Presidonj /h o cit 



at ten 



±oavoided what 



different points, (page 737) There are many other places where b 

, y 

nachester wrote. Lift on had to because at tnose points ii anchester proves beyond ^question 

that Lifton's penny-dreadful invention was completely impossible. 
oj&V S 

Lii ton (makes extensive use of a partial and quite Ijimited transcript of Air force 1 ' s 
radio traij.ic^» it was od iaine'.-. by Fred ITewconb from the L.B.J, ~ibrary. 

lb discloses that when asked by "AF Co mm a nd Post" if "you have any passengers ghBsxd 
a cord a Doarci jin 1 responded, "Pull load, 40 plus." kit ton does not indicate there was such 
a crottfd xor a plane with that internal configuration. The ^ohnson party was in the front 
half, the Ke.vnedy party in the rear, with the casket and the body inside it. 

As Manchester says (on page 347), not quoted by Idfton f 0'5K very obvious reasons: 



"I-Irs . Kennedy, in (Bill) Moyers* words, * chose to stay with the body' ...fTshe 



sat on 



% 



the tLsle seao, closest to the body. That area was so jammed there were not enough s 



eats 



\for all the dpfsengers to sit. ^fime stood-near the body^ths entir 



tire trip to Andrews Field. 
/ i-jrs# kemxedy left only once and then briefly, for the svjarinafLn of the new x resident. 




I J 



Eiat was before the plane tool: of^" at Lots Field. The only other person in the ^Kennedy party 

Wy OAJU{_ 

who deft the casket was Larry O’Donnell. 

Ac; Admiral George Durkloy, the President’s physician, wrote in a memorandum ' the 

Commission published and Lifton cites without mention of i t , "Throughout the plane trip, 

Krs. Kennedy sat in the vicinity of the casket, talking with Hr* O’Donnell and various 

other members of the pariqyf." 

SiizthsisHestxpsgEsj^mfliissmQaarssidHa^sCBEEiXsszEEncgzhzbxtxtlgfi^ucBHsklHysststes;; 

''SaHersizMslH^chadicBEm^^aiiziristhsm^BXSStyssfnthssbsdyztMszzthEEHghSEiiztkKaictiiae; 

There is.no need to refer tof other accounts of the plane trip that were as available 
to Lifton as they were to me. Kith the certainty that the body was never unescorted, for 

oW 

the entire trip /'all but a few minutes on the ground by i hrs. Kennedy, for the body to be 
xfcmissi stolen by Lifton’ s mythical body-snatcher^rhe entire Kennedy ajprty would have been 

, . , . n , fi ^TT-IC , fn- l\jf~}uh n In -A r i l^^li \bt df& 

accessories to at - including his widow! * 1 — fe -J — ‘ ^ — Zll /. 

'i 1 1 1 jfnrr-rfJTTnj^}, uu, n£& h rtcef 

V / 

But Lifton’ s indecent “solution" is that the- body was kidnapped on the plane! 
ittuMM ~~ 

Lot that he (g g^o s A gr'where it could have been hidden with that compartment so packed 

,frt TQy~ wWhj (A o-iurh'fa, 

there wereSSJt enough seats for all. , 

/v JzftyiL 

How monstrous it is that Lifton makes the widow out as a party to ’th%theft and his 
also imagine^alteration of it? 



hhat some people- d&Eo for phony fame and transitory wealth! 

There was, of course, also no place to hid^/Chat six-foot* plus corpse in that over- 

hi/ 

crowded compartment, when challeged on this long after his book ap/^ared, he told a friend, 
vkx f, , 

who told me, that/6onroartment floring was removed to hide the body under it. 

< /! 

Kith all those people looking on- having to move around to males sapee for the floor- 
nappers? 

aother matter. 



T «hat that would have dons to ^he planers structural p 



t> OX’LLV-i OUi'clJ. SQ.J- O J_i 

-'"'It is clear that without the conspiring of the entirs Kennedy party, including the 
widow, the theft of the body was a complete impossibility. 



^t is also clear t r 






/ 



:\t to withhold tills from Ills readers and t^sssu.-e his fame and fort- 
une Lifton withheld what he knew was the truth, quoted above. 



-osxter . vrhicxi - 



to day word 



ions of Li f ton’s accou nt. 




iy 






lien his hock first appeared, Cd.li ally and effectively advertised and promoted by 



published 1 'iCtcrdllanC, (T^iicli almost a decade 1; 



ter again commercialized and exploited the 



assassination in publishing aad promoting and advertising an entirely different theorized 

f. } n ^ job .. 

conspiracy solution/ John Davids' claptrap that it was a gagBS saggzazgob , Mafia ^ingfish l? 

yclipHW* -^a j ! | -i 

>■ nv id magazine.^ It, carriem/two page/ account ofSter-book. Among the; 

~r»n nl A*? -v-» TP ^ i ni vv 



tiie jlL&ii Lijr'tTere sold to T 



/ 



? retired Air Force 



I f I i 



immediate refutations of Lif ton's dreads’ solution" was the letter f ro«/ General Godfrey 1 M ^ 



i-icliugh/ . Charac Lerising it all as a ‘’a bizarre new Kennedy assassination consniracv 



-1 



theory, McHugh stated that "pc "From the x h m moment we wheeled the casket out of Parkland “ 
nospital ana pushed it into th. ambulance I, who was Air Force aide to the President, never 
left the body except for a few minutes. I did so to talk to the/}ilot...at lira. Kennedy's 
request. She wanted to expedite our departure. During tills time /tyro. Kennedy, along with 
Larry O'Brien and Dave Powers, remained at the side of the casket. To suggest that anyone 
coula have yaxen the body out of t e coffin with Mrs. Kennedy and two of his most loytfl 'he 
friends is illogical. ("Illogical?" How land he was to Lif ton! ) Aboard Air Force One it 

h 0 






would have been impossible •” 









L Iii$ tc o uCuJrTEubati on\ancf the entire basis of Sherlock Lif ton' slbook^did not pronrot 
A , , > - 




prof i L-wise Macmillan to withdraw it. If or did it discourage/ the EtaK-^ubsec! uent Expris 



republications by three different publishers. These three, of course, cguld have assumed 

~CkAc/. 

•iacmillan* 3 failure to withdraw it meant that, despite what Mc~agh,sff.id the book was 



a responsible work. 



It Is not now possible for me to draw upon a page-by-page analysis /l made for thi 



-P®' lA^t 



1 



listorical record when Hercule(Tn.f ton's book first appeared, it was stolen and I was told 



official 



J 



sold to Lifton along with SB&sasf documentation that proved is: our newest would-be x hin Man 
alone had any need for. But a few relevant excerpts serve to establish just how much of 



eincurnatod- Saa-Snade he was. 

,i 



LrP-hfY'j? ' 

■‘•n Mrg'-'Air Porde 1 account he made Robert Kennedy, then the attorney general, one of 

j io make the b ody-snatch succeed, _ __ 

j ciosq who conspired? a4eag with the widow and the entire Kennedy party on the plane : 



1h f mw _ 

"First, the ^deutenantfdidn t understand why Robert Kennedy was in the open doorwqy. 



not r0fl(lizin8 fezfc he had boarded ’by the front entrance and run the kength of the pi 



ane 




1 i 



in tne ieiv soconds nice 



it rolled to a halt." ftHl&L- 

( '/!/[ && 



Actually, Robert Kennedy way on the plane before its "final stopping. But in Lif ton’s 
own words lie was where the casket and the body were before any other door of the --.lane was 
opened. Or, before it was possible to spirit the allegedly kidnapped corpse out. 

Perhaps it is only a coincidence but this reference to Lieutenant SamuJp Bird, chief 
of what Inspetar Clousseau Lif ton refers to as "the casket crew," which it was not- it 

r/. 

was the Presidential honor guard from Fort layer, near the Pentagon j/is not in vh£fxn.&ex. 



rn-u~ 
a lie. 


pndex should 


read 


pages 


froi 


u which I fluoi 


be. in 


liis in 




D 


J 






Whatever accounts 


•H 

54 

O 

tf-i 



Pink Psatehr Panther Lif ton had the same grenlinization 
iii the Robert Kennedy index references. They also ^o ;: 393»395»" again not directing attention 
to .page 394. 

-n any event, Lif ton could not avpid the fact that Bird confirms what Lif ton ignores 
in liis £ so effectively exploited, and commercialized, and entirely baseless theory, that 

-frL ptQ'p'P *7 •}- ) ? 

Robert Kennedy was at the side of the corps^ - before the corpse could have been taken from 






ig or wnere ir haci to oe 



r 



imixS' if it had already been ts k e n f there being no other 



place for it. Liftoiualso ignores other and more complete accounts. 






One is by Manchester, quoted so oftenTbut nor on all his re us&^of it as a source. 

Brother-in-law Sargent Shriver’s 

Robert Kennedy w anted not to be seen. In a sentence referring to/ exploration of the 
possibility: :of a w atholic funeral in a national cemetery, Manchester says that "Shortly 
after 5:30. ..Robert Kennedyfound haven in Struck at. Mdrrws Fielf."(page 381 ) 



f)J /u^nA Jflf frfUf-t. P/u^Q 

In: longer rsport ing of -- i t-^t han — 1 - hear -aceeunt-,- Arthur Schlesinger V 

t) pages 657-8) a}.ys that Kennedy "arrived at Andrews 
eM half an hour before the plane was due from Dallas. Pie took a solitary walk in the 



enveloping night. ’There were all those people out there, and x didnjt “'ant to see any 



people.’ He sat Masm for a few minutes in the back of an Army truck. Then he mde.rrange- 

'i 



rent to get on the plane without running the gauntlet of television cameras. y As the plane 
came in, I walked around. I don’t think anybody saw me, and I went up to where the pilot 
is - the front entrance. And. everybody's eyes were on the back entrance/® He boarded the 



plane by himsljsf, hurried past the Johnson party, and hugged aekie." 




» o 



i-'ianchestsr’s account (page 38 7) is that, "A ranp had been readied for the front 
entrance, and the Attorney General vaulted onto it, unseen; he %z pumping the steps while 
it was still being rolled into place. Leaping in, he darted# past the Johnson party, rushed 



to Jackie and hugged herl^i-ianchester then says, "The aircraft glided forw. 



tfarci once agan 



ana parkea. 

Without possibility of question, "obbie was with Jackie and by the coffin and where the 

| J _ > 

'}■'/' body had to be even if as idf ton ^ivent etfit' had/been taken from the coffin, before any 

/ 

^ other door was or could have been opened. 

Only a ghost could, have been spirited ofh of Air Force 1 unseen. 

Undeterred by the already total, the absolutely complete, disproof of his belated claim 
to fane, xOTraer-aka Idf^cay continues to fabricate his imaginary conspiracy, next 



anotnerFms 






3p a mysterious helicopter and then anothe ifmystery , a\* second” ambulance. 

\ 

What was stolen from me that was of interest to only Lifton ana Harrison Edward 
Livings tone7-mO>hen one of Lifton* s newer enemies ^Th aL . ang intcr ee^i^Jm." iThad requested 
of the '"ilitary District of Washington under the Freedom of Information Act only copies of 

ji t 

what it has given Lifton and m cites <ffom time to time' 7 as Ilearned on getting that 

v,,. > ,J) -n„ . / r 



.ixAM AbMstn L, / 'W- , ' L. J 

duplication of the records he^ J^hslcrselective^d incompletely. VW\T<- '+y~ ^ ¥ 






Livingstone employed several Baltimore City policemen to work for him when not on 
duty. One oJ them Richard Waybright, visited us/fuea uently when working for ^ivingstone. 

0 t / r. , 



An 



A j xX L 



\ r^/ 4 / ~r ■ i ^ / ) 

As have always done tjprttt all writers, liiaybright^iiad tirlsupervised access’ to not only the 
third of a million pages of oncs-secret records obtained by more than a dozen FOIA 

AAA 

lawsuits - ife'/nad free access to sons of my work. Telling me of the feud that had developed 

, , . „ , ^ . n . . , ' / i/ww f. 

between these two apprentice Keystone ■‘hops, junior grade, Waybright asked - ' to borrow my 

analysis of Lifton* s .book and the MDW records Lifton received. He said he'd like to take 

/ lit {A* 

them to Baltimore, '.mssps lie could copy them without cost,, sad that he would return them^^v,. 



He returned a second ID¥ file relating 

i 



the third of a million official page 
my office. Sven Livingstone believes 



ng to the funeral only. He misfl^ld that among ^ 
n our basemen i in stead of in the working files in /T 

^ J'- xv 



who woulci have ton's venom to eo a£ror . -s i£ 1 identified them told me that Lifton threatened 




i y 



Haybright Tilth exposuo of Ills violation of police regulations- Tilth being fired if not 









also prosecuted - if he did not dftvsly ^ifton with Tiliat he wanted, as Livingstone himself ' /\ 

\f 

id me after par aw nrjint ITaybright for it, he gave lift on transcripts of Livingstone’s 

ft'. . . . . t 



;oi 






‘ /yyUe- 

interviews \iz some of those Lif ton (qaoied^t*4-^ 

(fj ‘ c fWiU ijMA 



i - p-' 
-/ -T -h cc 



V' 




'"UAu> 



if**' < 



’1 therefore can refer'^l’Ojf'tnoae I’DVi records from recollection only. 

There is no mystery about the alleged "second" helicopter, a mystery Lifton r^fpresnts 

there was. The Port dyer honor guard came and left in an 1121 , a "flyung banana" chopper. 

And j-yndon Johnson left in the Presidential chopper, 'jiju, Urtk? fi/th 

■ L n Lifton* s fantasy the stolen corpse was flowh/to the Army’s halter -deed hospital 

y*/ 

in a chop :er. it never happeend and ti)/couid not have happened. 

Part of Lifton’ s invented and non-existing conspiracy to steal and the corpse and 
alter the evidence of its wounds was a second or a "decoy" ambulance. 

Manchester explains that second ambulance. - L t was hardly any kind of "decoy." as 
Lifton knew from /Manchester ’ s book; 

"Captain L.O. Canada, Jr. Bethesda’s conmaa^ing officer," sent that ambulance "by sheer 
chance." Johnson "had been Canada’s patient aft or his massive heart attack on ^uly 2, 1955; 
the ambulance was dispatched against the possibility that the new President might be stricken 
again during the flight." (page 381 ) 

Even L.f ton's account of how the corpse was snuck out of Air Force 1 was to M s 
knowledge impossible. He says it was on the side away from the TV" lights, the side close to 



rpl 

fy 



r 



Before the plane landed Lieutenant Bird placed the men detailed from all breach- 



oi 



service "in ranks between the 



o 



aircraft's parking space, the Kennedy 






§ 

Jp Iciopter, azyi the helicopter Lyndon ohnson would board. " (Manchester, page 383) This meant 
that all tlsSsenot engaged in getting the casket off the plane would have a clear view of 

Qny activity on the other side of the plane includingvhe ground below the Plane w here it 

0 * 
ji. 

obstructed thir vision only partially. An$ legs or wheels would have been obvious to thorn. 



"Between the wire fence and 26000’ s parking place 0 the number of API ) ti 



0x10 1*. 3 176 2? 6 



ipproxinatoly fifty dignitaries." This is to day that where the dirty doings *?ere suppsed. 



m jg.1 -con's impo ssibxe scenario v l wo .os taicina 



place by stealing the corpse off on that side 




20 



-% 1 / 

0B& 



«■ 

of the plane, there werekall those important people yti not dr: of who* reported seeing 
myttlnc like Lif ton’s iar^rfeka. (Manchester, page 385) 




mow# had gathered at the fence whd^re &F 1 usually came ( 






,3 

■f i 

M . * 



n) 



/ • 



side from which Lif ton said it was taken right in their faces. tiles all those dign&taries, h v) , 

jisuiMt ia .y 0 ^ 

Lose 3,000 not one reported what lift on acrid happened- an-e eu,d not h a ver 1 of — oearse. ]j d 

^ ^ kh) v\ )f I' 

Lif ton himslef quotes Manchester on the size of the croud (Tcching right at th side ^ ^Vv 

of the plane the cameras did not see. there were 3,000. (page 395) -xj- 

Hegardless of the rather large number of persons who could hove attested that nothing 

like w3r£ Lif ton makes up happened, he faced the problem of getting the kidnapped corpse off 



the plan; and to 1 



Qf_ 

falter Reed ho.pital^lifton spates pt'' a 



a question (on page c 



88 ): "Lid the 



_ . \ /body Come off the plena via that exist (agsasa "X ramp put atxSffion the starboard side at 

If V ,/ ^ -o 

/ — ^Jie front ga 2 ±ey doors"#, and leave by the helicopter so clearly heard oirrhe) network tape?" 
j, ^ lu. ill!# kt .<pkjzJ ka 4 fr? i jnju&ty L> iflrfuf- tugf- fa J 

5 sSke If only one helicopter was heard on the tape the tape was incomplete. There were 



sfrveral there and they should all hav^ been heard when they left. But the doux^d on the 

, n ■ , ,, , ,, fl t H uj'LmsL life 

ppae does non mean that mere was a body(xn any helmcoptee-. / ' M r ty fj , 7 / * 

. w/ un 3-0 <fCM3 fm lify? iruCrOl/uX A ■ 

* ^ Li fton follows this with a deliberate misrepresentation of the completeness of the 



radio traffic^ transcipt. it is to deceive the reader *nto believing th...t the body 
had been intended to go to "..'alter ^eed^A (flu^ A 

There was initially some confusion ab®ut that, for reasons Lif ton does not 



indicate. Because the fa ne r! Id tr.wr 1 r, ^e thh ToCT jnsti tutey-tfag krmegf Forces Institute of 
Pathology is located at vfegiter Reed, it was a natural assumption that the autopsy would be 






There are a dozen indicated omissions in 



fans with an en.tp.el 3 

jf- / 

1 War in the far east sad/ th 









dii-.ferent series of communications, with a delegation s«nt to confer in the far east ske /.the n . 

1 

over the Pscific. The entire first page is devoted to that. Thefeeond page begins when 
djjSl was atill on Love field. 

The very first exchange between £F<1 and the “hite ^ouse has the body going to both 





t— k 



/ 



Mu 

vr-'-" 









0 



hospitals. Hoy Kellernan, in charge of the detail that rajfent to W with the Present, 

J t l 

oolaGeraxd helm, an charge of that branch of the Secret Service assigned to the White 

/ 

house, to h ave - an "Have an ambulance from Walter Heed to talcs the body there." In 
response Begin said "arrangement has been made for a helicopter to take the body to the 
Bethesda Medical Center." 

Sddiral Burkley then came on and said "The body is in a casket lian and will have to 
Ag? Jpe taken bb^ambul nee and not by chopper." 

//fi/U ulie sams Page tiis President's military attache, General Chestefr L Clifton talced 

I ^ . , . J 

aoout a "ground return" for the autopsy to be done at Walter Heed. 

■if ter theft and after several more omissions indicated in the transcriptMO^C • ifton 

. j 'f 

raauoed stftne ^ /body/ /go by asbulanc^ tK> gs±ks3ethesda. ^e also asked for "a 
mortuary-type ambulance standby..." 

JpLortly after this is where ‘-lifton ordered that there be a "ramp put ft the front of 
Wi„ aircraft on une right— liana side just behind tiie pilot’s cabin in the Galley" becaiase 
we are going to take the first |adj off by that rouufe." Hot at all what Lifton said, that 
1 'c was to sneak the corpse out by thaiwAsans. 

S °’ wMle 'there wa//confusion about which hospital would be used and how the body would 

1 , . 

iVort •i-llQ-.-'a T -• k»-' : — ^ . ~i i_ .-r— n t 1 . . . , - _ 



be taken thei-c:,,-^ 
Athesda. 



__ ni . , 

-Laf'con igELui'c^*> tii •. last wea^Twas" that it would go by ambulance to 






A svr'sv*' ^ 

The last cfords on tksi- t adscript are "The remainder of the tape is traffic between 

A 7 Af,. A 

V 



dFI and Hd/Vews checking tiir weather," 



-r-T~r~~ 



ihis La P e is » obviously, made up of pariTs/f the original tapes. It ends long, long 



l.JZAu4i^ wvMirn.o 

f oarifls/jf the 
L /' 

oefor« uii-e rxxghi ended and xz does not include what happened almost two hours before the 
plane landed and Lifton knew very well, that Burkley kneeled down before Mrs. Kennedy aad^^^, 
led her to select bethesda for the autopsy. Du iiEd> 'Puf A h>%4a: 

Stating iiis impossible investor 



Of this 



transdri 




. . A 

question remained: If the body was hidden abo/ad Air Force One, how did it get t^oJ&thesda 

and «-here could xt have been altered?" There is no, factual basis for any of this./j^ 

/h <p w-i ' 14/1 Jp- 0u AA mj jiJji. 








' He prececjSs this on the sane page with the statement that the body was removed from 



«'7"v7>v 

iff! 



,<sg|| 

\'i : - /y 



the casket and hidden somewhere on" the plane, with "a body bag" that /disguised ^ it 
"luggage" and, he conjectures, it could "leave been put in the luggage hold, or in the 
forward g; 



galley area. "^ 4^ /4u ^- ,/y/W 



7/y 




> 



t~ to leave the plane, u i(i the forward galley area:' 



Sot only entirely unseen but how Crazy would it have been to "hide" the supposedly 

rfU+ty'hfj '^ lifrVvnlfy ft 1 #*' tAf 

stolen body right where the Fi 



I3i der the conc/usory and utterly false heading of "^e Halter Reed Evidence," of which 

CAmS 

there is absolutely none at all, I&fton edits the partial ffisxin incomplete trranscript eveh 
more to eliminate all I have quot ecj from it about the body to be taken by anblulanee to 
the ^ethesda Ifeval Hospital' by ; iribnTr'inrn and not to halter K^ed and not by chopper.- (page 681 ) 
beginning five pages later he returns to the transcript and quotes some of the confusion 



iron r 



it^ ift' (AJYftlC<U- ft CIUS UMjtiM/rtj ■ 



ho matter how cb^o^pped up and rearranged, there is no l a scintilla , of "Walter Reed 

l - ^7 




Evidence" in this subhhapter. Tuere isnft even a rational basis ..for even a suspicion that 
-■jaiiere is any mfaiter Reed evidence." 

llobody ever saw it there, or saw and heard the chopped? land there. Lif ton's imagined 
scheme makes no allowan^ for the time required for his j^iagined chopper ts land, ffo gives no 
time estimate for getting the body out of the chapper or hoc far away the autopsy tables were 
frcty his imagined landing place or how long it would ±skm require for it to get onto the 
autopsy table or by what means it could, or hola/ long his imagined toying with the corpse 
would have taken and then how long retracing the whc^ fictional business would- &ave taken. 
TTad v>p. l-h "-nl; all, have. ?-v then because tnse're wjb not/fine for that. The plane 



Hapjled after b p.m. it to-, k some time 



to get the casdfcfc off. (Jr, in lif ton's concoction, t 



the corpse could not nave been removed until there was nobody looking, or after all bad left. 

JntftlL-/ 



ftiile a chopper' flight to upper Georgia avenue n did notNi&ro long, after the imagined 



AJ/i 



alteration of the corpse and redacting *3.t in the imagined body bag, it had to get to 
^ethesda by ambulance in lif ton's fantasy. 'jfhe body va.f there^,as Lif ton admits (page 



576), before 7 p.m. 



L et one of his dubious sources for Ms convoluted fiction says that the ambulance with 

( 




Jl 



^21ie allegedly kidnapped corpse was brought onto the grounds "f if tenon, thirdly minutes after 
tlio other casket had arrived. "(page 574) >fliat he is saying is that the motorcade had an 



empty casket only and the corpse, inside its alleged and nonenisting body bag, was in a 
government plain shipping casket ^ Idshc 7 1 ^ 

Carried away with hinsolf, or perhaps desp&rare , 



Lifton even sja quotes one of his 



~‘avy corpsmen who admit$ having had ^n earlipnn morning bull session over the major 

events at their installation as knowing, which required seeing telescopically and afi 

dark, that this nonessisting mystery ambulance and its stolen and altered corpse 

"fame up 14th Street and came in the back gate" o;L±hp j^bth esdJiospital.fi 

rtuJ --l/LMo^ > 1 

ee- five ■ a ±iH5~air-^fe^3rp^Snc 



That guy could se 

fourteenth Street at Walter Heed Hospital! 



nd then could see what was not there, a 



7^ 



$ 

fh 



-ir4 you, Lifton was^ feer o and ho reports Ills timing in driving,'/^ < 

let with his bara face hanging out in the book and glowing on TV he reports this 



ingxng 

utter impossibility as though it w .ere fact 



*r= 



rtrxe. 



, Lut, whgt the hell! if he can write a book about the theft of the Preisdent corpse with 
the(40 plus crew ad the plane not seeing/ or knowing about it, getting it out of the casket 
(tflth the widow and closer JFK associates right at th casket, why can't $ he havd a 

jg ty ^ 

fourteenth Street qkaag whher there is no fourteenth Street/? 




Lifton gives the distance Tjwteeen thP two hospitals as five miles and the time it took 

him to drive it, he does not say under what traffic conditions of the time of day, as 15 psr 
\ was/ 

minutes, '/raffic^ ever so much heavier in 1563 than when I often u§isd East-¥est 
Highway, the major thoroughfare east and west at that point. It was hea v ily overcrowded at 



and after supper times, much more than erSlier in the day. 



4 1 (Ml'IuMiiD, 



II ' / 

And asside from ail else that ridicules his childish concoction, by his own a-s r rr n ii a t. 




•>/l 



/ryinlkitA 

quoted account ✓ of the. stolen corpse getting' to^ethesda a half hour after the allegedly 

A f 



empty casket got there in th ; motorcade , at o 



:53 to £*;55 p.m. , and with his statement 



"the autopsy started at 7:17»" (^Bpago 576) not even allowing for the time to get the 
substituted casket from the ambulance into the autopsy room and to remove/ the tep toyed© 



with eornse from it and get it onraiie table and all else r, equirsd for the autopsy to begin, 

I iMu# 



lifton actually accounts for the autopsy beginning before thereof t>se got there ! 

/IPv&yx / 

The motorcade reached the hospital a little befo?s-egZ, the autopsy began 17 minutes 
after it, yet the imagined stolen corpse did not get to J^ethes da until a half hour after 



jA) 



(Att 



the motorcade did* m ) 

] ’ gf ' -¥0111 And pp became a, best seller \ j 'H / 

j ’fAv> & A^uWx' 

j spend any more time on other than what is quintessential to the 






•.hole wretched mess, that the mystery ambulance jh ax t te with the plain casket hiding the 
stolen corpse entered ^ethesda "through the back gate." ’(-age 562) 

Lifton then explains this "back gate" (,> page 575) and has a sketch of part of the hospital 

t 

showing that --ilson Drive, inside tne hospital inters from d ones Brigge Road, a sho^cut to 

[ A&A (Jl j 

there fro^Sast-hest Eight-ray. Lifton does not shoU^or describe any gate and he hai3.no desrer- 



Al^jof this omitted informatii 



/y YlMiJ [a 



rUrfes essential for the rest of the utter 



r> hnn^n . t enouft 



and complete dishonest »®f his whole outrageous and corrupt fabrication 



o uj- biie u. o uax / 

ib XAsh iA* l/L 



nus -md r- f or~a~ while- at-lea-ot-, -rather rids. 



-^e does refer to a different fens© elsewhere on the hospital ground but he implies 

withput saydp-g so that the same low fanop/i easily jumped over was all around the hospital 

'jSl w, Ua WT tWA ujju fa. Maw ^tith "JU AAyffYS) nm fAfruti WA 



. wampum saywng so vnav me same xovj lance/jeasxxy juneea over was au. arouna vac 

1 UAu& w, U) W'f UJJtA fW UrTU( i[ tith "J(A /tttfWO 'T't/W (Jti {it Utd'vt, mA> 

' "e-X J;/aSil X LiivJii •• ^ — -Cl-X- ^GaI ss UrrrSti ciOOtlX' oil ii £^cl X.. .G Gyi-i- G "L tALitp '~p ^ yiCljrSaji — L 

- Wtf /\M } ZW'nv iftAisUu, U VJ a i , f Jw, 7. 

« » ■ i-Hgir h \ , 






vine was titillating the nation with his many TV appearancesTxn which he /had 

tssuninf ormedf ooohing and aaahing over iris sensational disclosures , ny friend and 
neighbor, ^r. fo Russell liadison, laughed and laughed as he recounted Lifton on TV. 

Sussell was a colonel assigned to theJ^ethesda ITaval Hospital when JFK was killed. 



Going to where he then lived he alsayi 




HP 



it was much closer foi ram. 

and for all the time ho was assigned there., that was the only night use of that 
gate was impossible! 

Beginning about four o'clock in.tho afternoon, as soon as the hospital got word that 

_ Mhe 



as 



be autopsy would be performed there, anticipating Very large crowds that materialized, 

JL I 

a erwod -control nemure that gate way locked, with&ur any entxstedman there to open xx 

if ordered to do so by big brass i 
gias j 

That)where Lifton really needed one of those mystery choppers saatteved thorough 
Ms supermarket’-tabloid sensation about the JFK assassination! 

His sneaky ambulance with the sixuckpout corpse had to go through a locked gate, 
^agical as all the impossibles Lifton invented and strung together arQ, that land of 
power magic he did not contrive, to open the locked gate or to have Ms entraoMj^iary 



tdr.-JLi 



amwuJLance just gosag through xx. 
So, he just left all /Qat> 



q# ■tf'. ' 



His hokuspokus about ambulances, involving one lost track oj at the hopsital, also 
referred to as a "decoy", was ref ut oof. in the same issue of TIME that carried General McHugh' s 



polite and understgjded J?-xu.t -non x of the complete impossibility of Lifton* s literary 
inventicn_also carried a letter from SoreXl L. 



W 



L. Schwarts, of Potomas, A aryland. (.Issue 

«/ 



a ted 2/l 6/81 ) She name is spelled WBBSK. Sorrell" in the phone bock, /shwartx wrote TILE 



that "we did not lose track of the ambulance containing the ssrpse bronze casket after 

it arJivecU at Jiao medical center. On that night there wassaz were a large number of 

spectators around, and our intention was to get the ambulance to the morgue before the 

crowd fathered. The honor guard, along with a Havy enlisted driver,- the other duty offier 

and me, rods to the morgue on the guard truck, believing that the ambulance was following. 

■f ,, 

Then we got there the ambilance was not to be seen. Since the Secret Service drxver was not 
familiar with the grounds, we decided ho was lost. Retracing oux- path, we found the am- 
bulance still at the front of the hospital among many onlookers. I 11 our haste we had left 
without confirming that the ambulance was behind us. On the second try we did it right. At 



no time was the ambulance out of sight of at least Vveral hundred people, from its arrival 













at the hospital until tho bronze coffin was unleaded at the morgue.” 

Lifton indexes under his own name iris "conversations” with some 65 people. Sorrell 

S ohyartz is -,ot among them, after al_, why "converse" with him' when there was so readily 
3 O.J? ~ ~ y-morningy 

~ available tiie/buhT^essioning of the enlisted men who clearly dad not know what they were 
’■"Iking about, l *hy interview the duty officer when the wild tales of the wild bull sessions 



;ere so 



in charge of what Lifton was so excited about that was so 



obviously i^esHible. Fhy kill the goose of the goldeijf egg? 
Lifton didnSt. 



l 

Ari < 



Uith t ijsr better understanding " &ow poasi - bl e of Lifton and Aiis high stgssd personal and 
professional standards , his ethics and morality, let us notf^return to where lifton began, 
with his nonexisting "discovery" of"" the^5SaSmg of the Sibsrt-O’IJeill FBI report, the one 
lifton «*, reports surges of tho toad^. Ihf^,^*****™] ^ 

tl 

Sibert is one of the 65 of Lifton' a conversationalists." Lifton gives no report, on 
what if anything Sibert said about that non-existing surgery. This suggest s that Lifton 

did not ask or he did not like what ^ibert smicL 

kiAhdnjJ* ? J (jYt'V'fa ftft 

“hy Lifton with all thoseApages/ did not- luck vie this <rcport of such great significance 

/ ^ ^ , -= uyi dud4o 

to him, the report w/.thout which he would have had no book, Wi fcfef ^ot even the paragraph 



./ . 



once , UkJt /A * 



from which he quoted^rlfot even the rest of that senter 

.Here is what that paragraph actually says, what had he quoted it would have left 

lifton exposed for thswretched egomaniacal commercailizer and exploited^of that great 

/ 

tragedy that he is. X add emphasis : 

"The President's body was removed from the casket in which it had been transported^ 
and was placed on the autopsy table, at which time the body was wrapped in a sheet and 
the head area contained an additional wrapping ^iihic^ses^saourated with blood. Follow- 
ing the removal of the wrapping it was ascertained t-iat the President's clothing had oeen 



removed aim xz was also a 



onaront that a tthcheotomy had been performed, . as, well as surgery 



t. 



of the head ait a , namely in the top of the skull... "&J) a rest o:C 



( vtf , 

parags rag relates to 



banning' all civilians from the autopsy room. 




^ i 






Lifton's cock" and -bull commercial isation requires that the body be a in a body bag, 

QW hk IasTmII /t-vkf W btr *%i. JL(/<y%£_ h U-M44/- . '< 
otherwise its alleged kidnappers would have left a trail of blood and other body' fluids'/ 

But Sibert and O'Neill say therf xxzM/n.o body bag, that the body was wrapped only in 

sheets, which is osactlM what the nurses who wrapped it testified to before the Warren 

Commission-" in testimony with which Idfton was familiar. 

He could not have read these emphasized words in the Sibsrt-O' Neill report without 

knowing that there was n<$ body bagj^ths bod;/ bag indispensiblfe to his money-grubbing 



invention. 

LiPn)^t 



+ 



Nfrxame and foryune also required that the body have been returned to the autc^sists 
from whom it had been withheld for the toying with the evidence Idfton imagined in a common, 

coffin. lM*'} 




governmenl ^issu e transportation 

A his is not what these FBI agents describe. They state without equivocation- that the 

2h/s 



body was in • the Coffin in which it has been transported, meaning from Dallas. 









„ o C.- 

In the sane par grpah in which. Lifton cays It.’ u discovered" the mistake ha a^lshaizcc 
ki- /// 

itoas. snail fortune these Jrano FBI agents r port what completely disprovedNager is so 
' ■’ (ft 

absolutely basic to Lifton’ s creation: the body was not in tne government-issue shipemg / 

- LJ'U 

^effin that emerged from the efrly-morning bull-sessioning- and Lifton knew it! 



r 



the body did not reach J^ethesda in a shipping baC^t that is also absolutely indispensi':'’ “ ' / 



in Lifton' s fabrication - and Lifton kneiti that, too! / // 

that if Lifton had reported what the Sibert-0 1 Heill report estates 



/ 



it is oovious 



\ . 






and in tii: 



paragroah from winch he did quote- he would have assdax 



lad no book at all. 



■ - 1 ^/ 05 ^ 1 A') 

ho waerrSi and none of the fame that he still exploits and gets padfi for on the lecture 
circuit. 

So Lifton did not trouble las publishers or his readers with what the Sibert-0’ heill 

report says that proves him to be a fraud, a conrercialiser and exploiter and a liar. 

0/ ^ 

XM thus he did sake a small fortune, did achivo a cheap and undeserved fame, dSsbd 

JaAt /v/VAo/ 

syMnt i#6K^tr eadixig tl^ lecture circuit. 



T7ay!or 



Lo ^ UlX b_h_ nui_i_u_: 



This incomplete exposure of What for lifton is his scholarship and. his personal and 






professional standards of ejnrbics and morality - and it is ^partial - reflects why respon- 
sible publishers of controversial bocks said to be of non-fiction use peer reviews to 
evaluate and report on them. 

(obviously fa lse J j 

There woj’ no such peer review o? £, ietoin^^ewriting of our history tobeccme famous and 

get so much money from it. 

Hay, 1993 

in a lengthy/non-response to public criticism of imry on the CompuServe id.br. cry network, 
/'li/p TO fi/YsWi/sl ~ J 

Lifton devotes yS^sangi e-spae^f pages to personal a^ac attacks rather than response, which he 
obviously could not make. 

In the midst of it he says that a peer review by the late Sylvia ^eagher, author of the 

i 

amgnificent Accessories after the Fact and of indexes to the published work of the 
barren Commission and the House cssassins committee, or by me, oouJ jj be "laughable." 

For once Lifton told the truth, albeit with a mojjping nther.than lie tried to convey. ^ 
fublication after'^Lhat-^his commentary* on it would have' beeS"mily laughable 



It was aiilf thorough-going medjiacity and tssxgreed that made publication qfi such an 
a frrrwri -frsr nnss ble . 




Lifton and the publishers would have been ajlughed <jput of their counting houses. 



The ration is 


horned o: 


The official ; 


"solution 1 


proven to be impos; 


siblo by ■ 


^npet, there 


are two < 



nn/ 

n tno dilemma: which of the cgpeting theorizers to believe. 



he lone-nut assassin 
i-tiiiored or misrepresented. 

^niact, there are two different official' "soi^t'Aons." The FBI's, which preceded that 
the co ^onrnissiorv' while contriving the same end product, c^oes not account for all the 
known shooting to do it. The FBI, knowing more about what can , attributed to shooting, ig- 

t 

norod the. ^ shot that missed because that would not-igrrora ag it - •'would- have required it to 



h L-omaXI\ Hama. 

BSeurs^eens^rOiCy . 



conclude tliat-th 

On the other side there are the conspircy-theory nuts and conmercializers who never 

once proded that there was a conspiro^Tfhot at all difficult with any real iuiow ledge of 

the of.-icial evidence. Instead, Idf ton-like , they pretend they are Perry E asons ana they 
* c 

just make/-, their conspiracies of choice uf-withou± regard to the official evidence that 
is factual, as all of it is not f by rjQi means. 

Of this motley crew lifton is the best-known and most successful. 

%Ls is to say tliat he is the pre-eminent disinf ormationist among them, the one of them 

who did most to deceive and mislead the still-sorrowing peoole. \ , '] J „ , 

Only the abandonment of traditional publishing standards and( procesure^ made. Idf ton’s 



fame an^if only temporarily, his wealth, possible. 
^ report 



ind tills is the long-missing autopsy/ on ills assassination best-seller: it is a fraud. 




OUTSIDE CONTACT REPORT 



009526 

DATE C , TI 



Identifying Information: 

/^/Jsl^JS 1/ AlJ ^JsW-S 



ilepho 73 - 



Type of Contact: Telephone 

Person 



Summary of Contact: 



Recommended Follow-up (if any) 



Sianature: 






LassLzd 



'-'mAOAlsULXS W- Ls^sSt^ 

<^kr^TT^_^ -- 

01 ^$£ < -c^ztAty. 










Reference copy, JFK Collections BSCA (RG 233) 
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particles. When the body was first observed on the autopsy table, it was 
thought by the doctors that surgery Tfid possibly been performed in the head 
area and such was reflected in my notes made at the time. However, this was 
determined not to be correct following detailed inspection and when the piece 
of bone found in the limousine was brought to the autopsy room during the latter 

stages of the autopsy. 

After being developed, the X-Rays of the head were being examined in the 
autopsy room and the X-ray showed many flecks like the Milky Way. Part of the 
bullet had fragmentized or disintegrated and most of the metal fragments were 



very tiny. 

As for the anterior neck wound whidi was described as a tracheotomy 
incision, I don't recall the neck wound being opened up for examination and 
nothing was mentioned about it being a possible bullet exit wound. 

During the autopsy O'Neill and I took notes, recording such in typical 
agent size notebooks. We were always close to the doctors and as measurements 
were made by Dr. Humes or other doctors we would write them down. If I 



didn't understand the measurements, I requested Humes to repeat ahem. 

When interviewed on August 25, 1977 by staff members James Kelly and 
Donald A. Purdy, Jr. of the Select Committee on Assassinations, 1 was shown 
and examined the autopsy descriptive sheet found in the Warren Report which 
was prepared by Dr. Boswell. The general location of the wounds appear to be 
accurate. CE 335 and CE 336, which I also examined, looked accurate as well. 

On reflection, I believe Humes was the one who measured the location of 



the back wound and I personally wrote it down 



I also wrote down his measure- 



ment of the delivered piece 
measurement s 



of scull bone, but I have no recollection of hearing 
relating to the entrace wound in, the President s heac 



or writing down 



I understand that this affidavit may be introduced and received into 
evidence by the Select Committee on Assassinations of the United States House 
oi Representatives, and may lead them to make various findings of fact, and the 
statutes applicable to Congressional investigations, including but not limited 
to those concerning false statements, obstruction, or misleading, would subject 
me to criminal penalties for not telling the whole and complete truth in this 
affidavit which consists of six (6) pages. 




ss 



Signed and sworn to before me this day of 

1978. 






NOTARY PUBLIC 



My Commission Expires: 
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INVESTIGATIO N INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
Identifying Information: 



014469 



Name Richard A. Lipsey 



Address 



Date 1/18/78 



City/ S tate 



Date of Birth 



Social Security 



Place Steinberg 8 s Sporting Goods 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Telephone 



Physical Description : 

Height 

Weight 



M or S 

Spouse 

Children 



Color Eyes 



Hair 



Ethnic Group 



Personal History : 

Present Employment: 



S £ 

€ 



a . 



Special Characteristics 

^ 'f> u-CLi- Y > <* jd >-<LE 

t P >> tL O' 




*• Additional Personal Tnfnrmafi 



on : 



a . 



Rpl af 1 WQ / cl . 







- '“'aefereace copy, Jin ' 

Richard A. Lipsey Interview 
Page 2 

erate and supply any information that he could. 

Lipsey stated that- he was born on October 7, 

1939 in Selma, Alabama. He came to Washington, D.C. when 
he was selected as an aide to General Wehle. He said 
that Wehle 1 s office would handle all ceremonial military 

function^ in Washington. 

After the assassination, Lipsey said that he and 
Wehle met the body at Andrews Air Force Base and placed it 
in a hearst to be transported to Bethesda Naval Hospital. ^ 
Lipsey mentioned that he and Wehle then flew by helicopter 
to Bethesda and took JFK into the back of Bethesda. A de- & 
coy hearst had been driven to the front. After bringing t 
the body into Bethesda, Lipsey said that Jackie Kennedy ana 
the family entered the front of Bethesda and traveixea to 

the "Presidential suite. 0 ' 

Lipsey next stated that General Wehle ordered him 

not to leave the body for any reason. 

After entering the morgue and the autopsy room, 
Lipsey could only recall one other person besides the doctors 
who was present in the autopsy room. This was Lt. Samuel 
B^rd, head of the Old Guard . Byrd was responsible for 
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graphed them. 

Lipsey says that he recalls the doctors discus- 
sing the third bullet which he believes entered low in 
the neck and was deflected down into the chest cavity. 

To the best of his recollection, Lipsey does not 
believe that the doctors found any "whole" bullets. He ^ 
does fe^l that there was no question among the doctors that 
the bullets came from the same source. 

We next asked Lipsey to recap his discription of 
the wounds. He described these as follows; 

(1) one bullet entered the back of the head 
and exited resulting in part of the face and 
head being blown away; 

(2) another bullet entered at the top of the 
neck (rear) which exited in the front portion 
of the neck; and 

(3) another bullet entered at the bottom of the 
neck (rear) or high in the back which did not 




